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Over the past year or so, five teachers have been carrying out ‘Action Research Projects’.  These aim to encourage teachers’ development, to test out ideas in the classroom to see if they work, to improve students’ achievements and more.  They are carried out on a small scale; teachers normally use one or two classes on which to use their projects.
David Grant, Personal Tutor and teacher of Perspectives on Science, has been looking at the use of Electronic Forum to support study over the past 18 months.  This has primarily been used in the Perspectives on Science course.  This is of particular interest to me because throughout my year as Teaching for Learning officer, I hope to research into putting some sort of online forum up on CristalWeb.
Jane Catherall, Maths Tutor and Subject leader for Decision Maths, has been working on a project on how grouping students affects their understanding of a topic. She experimented with getting students to work in different groupings; groups where they had similar multiple intelligences, groups with similar ability and random groupings.  The students were unaware how or why she had decided upon the grouping or what any of the groupings meant.  Through questionnaires, her observations and the students’ observations, she saw which grouping was most to their advantage.  Jane said that “I would use the findings of my project again, and possible extend them, when using group work in the future.”
Marilyn Harris, Senior Curriculum Manager for English, has been considering how students were feeling at various points on the course, to deal with negative feelings and to help students focus on how they felt and what they could do to make sure they felt positive about the course.  She received regular anonymous responses from students.  She hoped that “the students in my groups would feel more comfortable, feel more able to address their feelings and hopefully, be successful in the subject.”  Students have felt comfortable with sharing their feelings; I think that this is due to the manner in which their problems are addressed.  Marilyn said that “it has made me as a teacher more aware and responsive”.
Rob Savory, Tutor of Physical Education, has been attempting to use multimedia resources as a way of teaching and learning. He uses videos of the students or staff doing activities to aid their understanding in the subject of P.E.  This is targeted at AS anatomy and physiology unit, and A2 coursework unit. He has used some interactive white board activities, some video tasks and some elements which were accessible from CristalWeb.  Rob’s aim is to improve students’ understanding of the topics covered, hoping that their exam performance will consequentially improve.  He also hopes that students now have a greater ownership of the topic as they can apply it to personal experiences, for example a video of them may be used.  Rob said that “most students seem to enjoy it, a minor few don’t really fully engage with it but then that could just be a clash of learning styles.”

Stamatia Mukherjee, curriculum manager for German, has been aiming to use visualisation for learning in order to find out whether meditation in form of visualisation can train concentration, improve memory and reduce stress.  This evolves from the concept that only a ‘switched-on student’ is an effective learner.  It is targeted at one of her A2 German classes; Stamatia takes a just a couple of minutes at the beginning of her lesson to do these exercises.  When I visited one of her project classes, they closed their eyes, sat up straight and visualised a description of a beach that Stamatia [image: ]read out loud.  I could recognise a visible difference in the class; they were a lot quieter than before they did they exercise!  It seemed relaxing and students said that it helped them to focus better.  This specific exercise of visualising being on a beach helps to improve students’ moods but there are various others which, for example, help to improve concentration.  Stamatia hopes to enhance students’ memory, improve their emotional state, to improve self-discipline and more.  She has been taking questionnaires once a term in order to receive constructive and honest feedback from the students.  Looking over the students’ comments, the majority seem to feel that the session helps to make them more relaxed and concentrated; one example being “visualisation relaxes me before the lesson so I’m in the right frame of mind to work/concentrate.”  Stamatia said that “it’s a life skill you can take away [from the lesson] and use anywhere”; one of her students even uses it before revision sessions.




Bronya Francis, Teaching for Learning Representative on the Student Association
May 20th 2008
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