Teaching and learning student survey spring 2007-02-15- 
Vincent Quan, Teaching and Learning Officer for the Student Association
I have worked with David Godfrey to construct a student survey. This survey has been distributed via the teaching and learning committee to people they know. I have also distributed some of my own by hand as well. The surveys totalled to about 50 responses in the end, although many more were distributed; only around 50 were handed back. Keep in mind also; the surveys were not completed fully by many. However, the response has been sufficient to get the overall view on what students think that help them the most. Below I have listed the most significant points that were highlighted through the surveys, and me and my group have attempted to interpret what the results and findings could show.
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Variation(including varied resources, i.e. IT sources)

Friendly Ethos created by surroundings, students and

teachers

Powerpoints and handouts/smart boards

Visual aids(posters, videos)

Group work

Fun activities

Worksheets, packs, learning outcomes

Class discussion/debate

Teacher support and feedback

Incentives and rewards

Stationary, visual aids such as coloured pens

Excercises and problems based learning

Games, quizzes, competitive learning

Reiterating past lessons work at the beginning of a new

lesson


The most significant of these responses were as follows:
· Students felt that the thing that they benefited from most was variation in lesson. This achieves many things together which is probably why it appears to be the most popular choice. Not only does it mean that lessons are less boring, it also means that each student manages to utilise the benefits of each of the different learning techniques. The problem may be choosing where and when each type of teaching is most beneficial, different topics will be suited to each learning style in different levels of efficacy.

· The second most significant thing that benefits students the most is the friendly ethos, which appears to be one of the college’s strong points. It appears to be spread along most subject areas as well. It is important for the students to have a generally friendly ethos, and a comfortable working environment. This would benefit the class as a whole because it allows lessons to be less tense, less pressure are on the students and the lesson would not be deemed boring. Also, it means that the quieter students will be more likely and more confident in expressing themselves and to contribute to the general learning experience. Teachers and students have been mentioned in trying to achieve this atmosphere. It also makes it easier for group work, which is my next point.
· Group work is favoured by the majority of students. Group work is beneficial in the fact it is used to create a friendly ethos, and will help the less confident students. It also means that many students will find it easier to help each other solve a particular problem, and it can be used as a basis for problem based learning. It can be detrimental is used to socialise though.

· Visual learning seems to be the most preferable form of learning. PowerPoint’s seem to augment this. It is obvious to see most people prefer to have new information presented in the form of visual material to help them form memories which are easier to remember with colours and be able to see the “bigger picture”. PowerPoint’s have been noted by students for effectiveness because they present visually in a logical form, i.e. one slide to the next. Also, it forms as a source of electronic notes on the shared folders system. Since they are split into individual topics, pupils may find it easier to revise specific topics this way. Handouts are also useful as they allow the student to make their own annotations compatible with their own styles.
· Structured worksheets and lessons plans were found to be very useful by many students. They felt that lesson plans gave a structure to the year itself, so the students could keep up and were always aware of what to expect lesson wise. The structure meant students could plan ahead, especially with things like coursework which required a higher amount of student time, effort and dedication. It is also useful as a revision checklist, where students could use a plan of the year, to identify areas of weaknesses to focus upon. One particular example is the learning outcomes provided by the Biology department. These were handed out every time a new topic or module was started. The learning outcomes went through the module logically; it gave students more information on what was coming up, so it provided opportunities to read ahead. It also provided the basic teachings of the module in a summarised form, while not ideal for proper revision, it could be used for quick reviewing, and for a checklist of what needs focussing on.

· Class discussion and debates were found to be beneficial to teaching. Class debates and discussions means that students get a chance to develop their own ideas and to explore more around the subject area. It also gave many students a chance to express themselves. Lessons that would most benefit this is lessons where there is no actual core curriculum, but it is an extension to the respective subject (most obviously the AEAs, where the learning is very broad, and is only based on A2, since there is no core curriculum, discussions and debates are essential in order to help students develop their own learning). Other subjects that would benefit are the subjects which require opinions, rather than facts. These subjects would be Government and Politics, Tutorial sessions, Philosophy and Perspectives on Science to name a few. Obviously this teaching style is very limited, there are of course subjects where this would be of limited help, and these are the subjects which are more factual based and have clear set modules, such as maths. Class discussion and debates would also mean that the more shy students could get left out and the more “expressive” students may stop others from expressing their views(although it could help the shy students as well by improving confidence).

What students find a barrier to their learning:
· Of the things students found most detrimental, the so-called ‘Parrot style droning’ (my wording!) gets the highest amount of mention by far. Students saw this as “mind-numbing”, “boring” and many said it showed the teacher didn’t deliver lessons with much flair. The lessons were seen as tedious which meant learning is hindered because of the boredom which means people are in not as good a mood, which would have a negative effect.
· ‘Disruptions’ in general had an adverse effect on learning. These distractions were from numerous sources, including disruptive pupils, excessive outside noise from construction work and outside noise from excessively loud students.[image: image2.png]



